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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To easily set a density target value for forming 
an image. 

CONSTITUTION: A density sensor 8 measures the 
density of a test pattern for controlling density and a solid 
patch for setting a density target value. The density of the 
solid patch, which is constituted of multistage density, is 
stored in a patch density storage part 16, and the density of 
the test pattern is outputted to a comparison part 17. The 
density of the solid patch is measured and the solid patch is 
printed out as a density model, and identification 
information of the solid patch selected from the prints is 
received by a reception part 18. Then, density data is read 
out from the storage part 1 6 by setting the identification 
information as a retrieval key and registered in a density 
target value registration part 19. In the comparison part 17, 
a difference between the density of the test pattern and the 
density target value is detected and a control signal based 
on the difference is fed back to a density control means. 
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